FORMS

All forms use <FORM> . . . </FORM> container


Attributes:  name     method     action


name = “myForm”  gives unique id to FORM element

method = get  |  post   tells browser how to pass the url encoded data

action = “mailto:mbarath@neo.rr.com  |  path/to/cgi-bin/mailform.cgi”  how user input is processed


enctype=”text/plain”

12 control types:

· text

· password

· checkbox

· radio

· select

· textarea

· submit

· button

· reset

· hidden

· image 

TEXT  Required attribute:  type   name


Additional attributes:  size  maxlength   value


Example:  <INPUT type=”text” name=”LastName” size=”20”>

PASSWORD  Required attribute:  type   name


Additional attributes:  size  maxlength   value


Example:  <INPUT type=”text” name=”PassWord” size=”20”>

CHECKBOX Required attributes:   type    name   value


Additional attributes:  checked


Example:  
<INPUT type=”checkbox” name=”DogBreed” value=”GoldenRetriever”>



    
<INPUT type=”checkbox” name=”DogBreed” value=”BorderCollie”>

RADIO  Required attributes:   type   name   value


Additional attributes:  checked


Example:  
<INPUT type=”radio” name=”pets” value=”dogs”>



    
<INPUT type=”radio” name=”pets” value=”cats”>

SELECT (drop down menu | list box )


Required attributes:   name


Additional attributes:   size   multiple


OPTION Required attributes:   value


Example:



<SELECT name=”pets”  multiple>



<OPTION value=”dogs”>Dogs



<OPTION value=”cats”>Cats



<OPTION value=”birds”>Birds



</SELECT>

TEXTAREA Required attributes:   name   rows   cols


Example:



<TEXTAREA name=”comments” rows=”5” cols=”25”>



Please write your comments here.



</TEXTAREA>

SUBMIT  Required attributes:   type


Additional attributes:    value


Example:   <INPUT type=”submit” value=”Submit the form”>

RESET  Required attributes:   type


Additional attributes:    value


Example:   <INPUT type=”reset” value=”Reset the form”>

HIDDEN  Required attributes:    type    name    value


Examples:


<INPUT type=”hidden”  name=”subject”  value=”SurveyForm”>


<INPUT type=”hidden”  name=”recipient”  value=”mbarath@neo.rr.com”>


<INPUT type=”hidden”  name=”redirect”  value=”ThankYouPage.htm”>


<INPUT type=”hidden”  name=”courseNum”  value=”eca228”>

IMAGE  Required attributes:   type   src    width    height    alt


Example: <INPUT type=”image” src=”myButton.gif”  width=”50” height=”30” alt=”Submit image”>

BUTTON Required attributes:    type    value


Additional attributes:     name


Example:   <INPUT type=”button” value=”Click this button” name=”myButton1”>

FILE Required attributes:    type    name   


Additional attributes:    size


Example:   <INPUT type=”file” name=”uploaded_file” >

Options for processing form data:


mailto:


form hosting service, such as www.response-o-matic.com


cgi


php


asp

Additional Points:

· DO NOT use spaces in value

Organizing form elements:


You can use <fieldset> and <legend> tagsets to show container around related elements:



<fieldset>




<legend align = left | right > Name for legend </legend>



… other form elements



</fieldset>


<legend> is optional


You can very easily apply style to both the fieldset and legend tags.

